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tary and signed by Parnell was erroneous. It was
clear to me that it had been written and signed by
the same hand and by the same pen. I had once
gone through a complicated case of forgery with
Chabot, the great expert in handwriting, in the
course of which I became greatly interested in the
man. We had become friends and he had taught
me all that could be taught of his profession, so that
I had some capacity to form a judgment on the mat-
ter. MacDonald replied that they were certain of
their facts, and that they should maintain that posi-
tion. There was ample personal evidence that a let-
ter of the import of that produced in facsimile in
the u Times " had been sent by Parnell to Sheridan,
who was implicated in the Phoenix Park murders,
and that this letter had been seen by many persons
supposed to be in the councils of the Irish party!
and it is probable that Pigott had seen it and bar-
gained for its delivery to some party on behalf of
the " Times." He was probably deluded in this ex-
pectation, and, not to fail in his promise, reproduced
it from memory and with the aid of the handwrit-
ing of Parnell's secretary and an old signature of
Parnell, and delivered it as the original. Confirma-
tion of this hypothesis is given by the fact that Par-
nell dared not bring his suit against the " Times "
until the forged letter had been shown in court in
the course of the connected case of O'Donnell, and
was seen by him not to be the original. That was
safe in the custody of Sheridan, who had taken it to
America and kept it in hiding from both parties.
It was the special object of mv mission.